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the Allies.     A mixed corps of Allied troops was sent to the coveted port.
Gabriele D'Annunzio, that rather lush and theatrical Italian poet, decided to become a man of action. In his plans he had the support of Mussolini. His troops were mostly Fascists ; starting well-armed from Ronchi, they occupied Fiume at the moment when the English sailors were getting ready to evacuate it. The Italian Government denounced D'Annunzio and his legionnaires, but the author of II Fuoco defied Nitti and his cabinet. Mussolini strongly supported D'Annunzio. The poet stuck grimly to his guns, although his soldiers were declared deserters and the city was blockaded.
At this date the Nitti Government decided' to hold general elections, fixing their date for the i6th November, 1919, under the proportional system.
" The elections/' writes Mussolini, " reestablished, for a moment, an apparent truce. Every Party wanted to measure the masses and the groupings. The Socialists, who were speculating on the misfortunes of the war and were pointing to the danger of another war due